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Growing Faith
INTRODUCTION



Sharing the adventure:

• Growing Faith Trailblazers – facilitated work parishes in 

7 dioceses

• Resources – creating and signposting. 

• Partnership with MinDiv:

o Selection and Formation criteria

o Clergy CPD

o TEIs – curriculum 

o A focus on school and college chaplaincy

• Growing Faith Champions 



Jesus said “I came that they may have life in all its fullness” 
John 10:10



The spring of hope?

Or the winter of despair?



Children and Young People per parish

25% of parishes have no 

attendees under 16

32% of parishes have 1-5 

attendees under 16

13% of parishes have 6-9 

attendees under 16

15% of parishes have 

10-20 attendees 

under 16

15% of parishes have 

20+ attendees under 16

70% of parishes only 

have single figures of

attendees under 16



Age at coming to faith

Under 5 years     40%

5-10 years           16%

11-18 years         20%

Total under 18     76%



Schools

Churches Households



Our primary focus 

for Growing Faith 

is the intersection 

between 2 or 

more of the 

elements

Our understanding of young people’s faith development is that it much 

more likely to happen, and be sustained if it happens in the intersection

The 

Growing Faith

Intersection Schools

HouseholdsChurches









Growing Faith: seeking to reprioritise and 
change our church culture. 

It’s a priority within Renewal and Reform and brings 
together work across: 

• Education

• Evangelism and Discipleship

• Ministry

• Setting God’s People Free

Seeking to see the people of God of all ages living out 
their faith confidently in churches, homes and schools. 



Growing Faith: seeking to reprioritise and 
change our church culture. 

1. Connected communities

2. Spiritual encounter 

3. Imaginative practice



Debbie Clinton

Director Renewal and Reform

Growing Faith
INTRODUCTION



Cecil and Psalm 8

WORSHIP



CECIL & PSALM 8

© 2017 Lost Sheep Resources Pty Ltd

Text and illustrations © Andrew McDonough



Psalm 8



O LORD, our Lord,
your greatness is seen in all the world!



Your praise reaches up to the heavens;



it is sung by children and babies.
You are safe and secure from all your 
enemies;



you stop anyone who opposes you.



When I look at the sky, which you have 
made,
at the moon and the stars, which you set 
in their places



what are human beings, that you think 
of them;
mere mortals, that you care for them?



Yet you made them inferior only to 
yourself;
you crowned them with glory and 
honour.



You appointed them rulers over 
everything you made;
you placed them over all creation:



sheep and cattle, 



and the wild animals too;



the birds of the air



and the fish
and the creatures in the seas.



O LORD, our Lord,
your greatness is seen in all the world!



I wonder where you see God’s greatness 
in creation?



Murray Wilkinson

Growing Faith Enabler

BEING A 
CHAMPION



Reflecting on the excerpts from 
the Growing Faith paper…

How do/did you respond to the 
Growing Faith Champion call?

What excites you?

What worries you?

BEING A CHAMPION…



Revd Nigel Genders

Chief Education Officer

CONNECTED 
COMMUNITIES



Passing on Faith

Timothy’s adventure 2 Timothy 1:3-7 

I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear 

conscience, as I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 

day. 4 As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be 

filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith 

that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 

Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6 For this 

reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in 

you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit 

not of fear but of power and love and self-control.





Faith at Home

90% of Anglican parents think it is important to 

pass faith on to their children, 

but only 29% think of it as their responsibility 



Faith at Home

Among Christians who say that religion is very 

important in their lives, only 36% listed religious faith 

as an especially important quality that children can be 

encouraged to learn at home, compared to good 

manners (94%) or tolerance and respect (83%).

European Values Study, quoted in Voas and Watt, The Church Growth Research 

Programme Report. 



Faith across generations

Christian faith is discovered, formed and grown in 

community. 

It is nurtured through interactions between people, 

and further enriched when this happens across 

generations. 



Growing Faith is 

particularly 

interested in the 

intersections of 

church, household 

and school and how 

these become places 

for encountering 

Christ.

The 

Growing Faith

Intersection Schools

HouseholdsChurches



Faith across the intersections:

• Encouraging opportunities to explore faith together

• Normalising faith rather than problematising it

• Embracing children and young people’s passion for the 

environment, social action, courageous advocacy to 

enthuse, lead and enable children and young people’s 

spiritual development and growth in faith.



exploring ideas together…

CONNECTED 
COMMUNITIES



CONNECTED 
COMMUNITIES

Reflecting on ‘Conversations about 
faith’…

What does community mean in your 
diocese? Does it ever include 'the 
household'

What is culture for your diocese? 
How can it be changed?

What influence might you have to 
affect that change?



Feedback, comments, questions…

CONNECTED 
COMMUNITIES



Revd Mary Hawes

National Children & Youth Adviser

SPIRITUAL 
ENCOUNTERS

















Spiritual encounters are like the wind







After three days they found him………..

Listening, asking questions, giving answers







Active 
participation in 

worship

Connection to 
other adults in the 
faith community

After the influence of parents, research shows the

biggest indicators of young people growing into an adult

faith are:



Sticky Faith:
Powell & Clark

• Intergenerational relationships

•Whole Gospel

•Partnership with families

•A safe place for doubt



The possibilities of growing faith 
are increased when:

• Young people are empowered and 
encouraged in leadership

• Questions of identity, belonging and 
purpose are taken seriously

• Churches really are good news for 
children, young people and families

• A community of intergenerational 
friendships share life, not just worship

• The prioritizing of young people and 
families moves from rhetoric to reality

• Being the best neighbours leads to loving 
and shaping the world well



Perrin’s research with late 
adolescents indicates they want:

• scope to explore – traditions, theology, 
expressions of faith

• a faith that is real and rooted

• support in doubting and navigating the 
doubting process

• a cause to live for

• Relationships, Relationships, Relationships



Roberto’s research found 
young adults:

• Want to feel valued

• Want a sense of ownership in the 
congregation

• Have multi-faceted interests in religion

• Thrive when they are met ‘where they are’

• Welcome opportunities to feel emotionally 
connected



Resourcing 
formation in the 

home Building 
community in a 

variety of 
spaces

Experience not 
just knowledge

With, by and 
among

Process not 
product

Respecting and 
valuing

Faith as a way of 
life/life-long 
discipleship

The importance of 
early years

Participation not 
observation



When I’m outside, after communion, it’s 

like you feel more stronger, but as the 

weeks go by you get weaker because … 

sometimes you think that God’s not 

really there – whereas you take 

communion, you now know that he’s 

always there and he won’t leave.

11 year old



sharing our reactions…

SPIRITUAL 
ENCOUNTERS



SPIRITUAL 
ENCOUNTERS
What was your earliest spiritual 
encounter? How did it shape or 
motivate your journey in faith?

When did you last experience a 
younger person encountering God? 

How might connecting communities 
make it possible for children and 
young people to encounter God?



Feedback, comments, questions…

SPIRITUAL 
ENCOUNTERS



LUNCH

…back together at 13:15



Andy Wolfe

Deputy Chief Education Officer 

IMAGINATIVE 
PRACTICES



“…to nurture, nourish 

and evoke a 

consciousness and 

perception alternative

to the consciousness 

and perception of the 

dominant culture around 

us.”



“The imagination must come before the 

implementation.

Our culture is competent to implement 

almost anything and imagine almost 

nothing.

It is our vocation to keep alive the ministry 

of imagination”



CRITICISE ENERGISE



“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 

springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 

making a way in the wilderness and 

streams in the wasteland.” 

(Isaiah 43.19)



It requires an intentional 

choice to look for new 

ideas together rather than 

accept the same old ideas 

repackaged as new 

resources and products."

"...Growing Faith requires 

‘thinking in a new box’, not 

merely innovating within 

the existing box...

New box, Old box...?



Feedback, comments, questions…

IMAGINATIVE 
PRACTICES



Murray Wilkinson

Growing Faith Enabler

IT’S AN 
ADVENTURE



Thinking about today…

What did you notice?

What would you add?

What question are you taking 
with you?

IT’S AN ADVENTURE…



What questions are you taking with you 
from today…

 How can diaries, budgets, agendas reflect 
these priorities in our dioceses?

 How can we bring children & young people 
into this?

 How can we equip people to be confident?

 Who will change what the church measures?

 How does the fourth group of digital/peer 
pressure?

 Notice: there are no young people here

IT’S AN ADVENTURE…



Revd Nigel Genders

Chief Education Officer

WHAT NEXT?



Diocesan Adventure Days

How might Champions help 
each other? 

What would you like to hear 
from the Trailblazer Dioceses?

Future Gatherings

21 January 2020

10 June 2020

08 September 2020

WHAT NEXT?



Thank you for joining us

The End


